Luteinizing hormone secretion following intracerebroventricular administration of morphine in the prepuberal gilt.
Antagonism of endogenous opioids with naloxone stimulates luteinizing hormone (LH) release in mature but not prepuberal gilts. The present report demonstrates that the opiate agonist morphine (500 micrograms), administered intracerebroventricularly (ICV), reduced LH secretion in both ovariectomized mature and prepuberal gilts. We suggest that opioid receptors are functionally coupled to the GnRH secretory system in prepuberal gilts even though endogenous opioid peptide modulation of LH secretion was not demonstrable in our previous studies.